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March 27, 2020  

 
Dear Parents and Staff,  

We hope this email finds you well.  In an effort to continue regular communication with our community, we 

would like to provide you with updated information on the District's response to the Covid-19 pandemic. 

In earlier correspondence to the school community, we shared information about self-reported Covid-19 cases 

in two District buildings.  Today would mark the end of the two-week period of social isolation for staff and 

students in those buildings.  I want to emphasize that this does not mean that, as of today, children are free to 

gather in large groups and break with social distancing recommendations.  It is important that you have 

conversations with your children about social distancing and enforce, as best you can, the guidelines set by 

Governor Cuomo to stop the spread of Covid-19.   The best known way to prevent the spread is to pay close 

attention and follow these guidelines. 

Use of Facilities: 
In earlier correspondence, we indicated that all fields and playgrounds were closed with the exception of the 

High School and Middle School tracks and fields. Since that notification, we have observed that groups using 

the high school and middle school facilities are consistently violating the recommendations associated with 

social distancing.  Consequently, the District, out of an abundance of caution, has decided to close all our 

facilities to the Public until further notice.  The closure will go into effect immediately.  District security 

guards and the Rockville Centre Police department will help us enforce this closure until further notice.  

School Closure Extended:  
Today, Governor Cuomo made a decision to keep schools closed through April 15th.  Since our District is 

scheduled for spring recess through April 19th, the earliest day that students may be returning to school is on 

April 20th.  
Emergency Child Care for Health Care Workers and First Responders: 
The Governor has asked that school districts either provide directly or contract for child care for essential 

workers in New York especially for first responders and healthcare workers.  I will be sending out a separate 

email providing details about how RVC residents can avail themselves of this service.  We will also place it on 

the website for your review and consideration. 

Mental Health and Social Emotional Support for our Students:  

Taking care of your family’s mental health and social emotional needs during our school closure is more 

important than ever. The District website, rvcschools.org, is updated regularly with information and 

resources on ways to support your children and yourselves during this period of social isolation.   You can 

find this information and resources to help support your children through the following links; 

rvcschools.org>Remote Learning>Mental Health and Social Emotional Support. 

 Rockville Centre PPS staff (psychologists, social workers, nurses and school counselors) are available 

and ready to lend support. Administrators and teachers are also posting messages of support and 

encouragement via remote learning platforms.    

Our Northwell clinic located at 100 Merrick Road in Rockville Centre is open and accepting both walk-in 

and virtual intakes.  Updated clinic information has been posted on the website.  Please take good care of 

yourselves and each other!  

  

http://www.rvcschools.org/


 

Remote Learning Update: 

A few parents have raised the question about the feasibility of teaching live or creating zoom sessions for 

our students.  After extensive discussions among our staff, with the Director of Technology and with 

representatives from other school districts who have used this technology, we have decided, for the time 

being, to refrain from using live video sessions on a large scale.  This decision was made with great care 

and consideration for our staff, students and their families.  There have been a series of unfortunate 

incidents in other districts that have taken place in these live forums.  We will, however, continue to 

provide in some specialized instructional areas, such as one-to-one services to special education students, 

live sessions on an as needed basis.        

Driver’s Education: 
A number of our high school students are currently enrolled in driver's education.  The Spring session had only 

just begun prior to the school closure.  We have been informed that, upon return to school, students enrolled in 

this session may be able to continue with their driver’s education through its completion.  We will provide 

more information as it becomes available.   

COVID-Self Reporting:  
We continue to encourage anyone in the community who has been in close contact with someone who has 

tested positive to email the District at COVID-selfreporting@rvcschools.org.  

We greatly appreciate the level of participation by our staff, students and families in Remote Learning.  I 

continue to be impressed with how are staff and students rise to every challenge.  We will keep you 

updated as more information becomes available to us.  

 

 Sincerely, 

 

William H. Johnson, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 
 


